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VOLUNTEER POSITION DESCRIPTION

Title:
Dog Evaluator
Major Objective:  To evaluate the temperament of dogs in animal shelters, animal control agencies and animals hospitals (and some homes) for Underdog ResQ to consider for admission.    
Responsibilities
· Represent Underdog ResQ in a professional and courteous manner when visiting other facilities and homes.  

· Observe the behavior of dogs being considered for admission in animal facilities (shelters, animal control agencies and hospitals) and homes (for owner surrenders) during a temperament evaluation.  Temperament evaluations include:

· Full body handling

· Testing for aggression and possession (with strangers, handling, food, toys, high value items such as treats, etc.)

· Testing dogs with other animals

· Personality and socialization assessment

· Study dog behavior and communication.  
· Document and communicate observations and evaluation results to Underdog ResQ.  

· Photograph dogs being considered for admission (videotaping the evaluation is a plus).
· Must handle dogs in a safe and friendly manner at all times. Safety of the evaluators, volunteers and anyone the dog will come into contact with before and after admission is of the utmost importance to Underdog ResQ.
Qualifications

· Dog trainers preferred.

· Experience working with a variety of dogs in animal sheltering, boarding facilities, etc. preferred.

· Must have basic knowledge of dog behavior and body language and be willing and able to mentor with an evaluator and study dog behavior and communication.  Prior experience working with rescue organizations and animal shelters a plus!
· Must feel comfortable handling dogs of all breeds.  Underdog ResQ is an all breed dog rescue – big, small, senior, bully breeds, guard dog type breeds, etc.
· Must be honest with evaluation results and the dogs’ adoptability according to Underdog ResQ’s values and procedures.

· Must always consider safety first!

· Must be a team player.

· Must have your own transportation and be able to travel.
· Must have digital camera and access to email.

· Must be nominated by an Underdog ResQ volunteer representative, if not qualified.

· Must be reliable, professional and knowledgeable about Underdog ResQ’s mission, values and services.  

Training & Tools Provided by Underdog
· Mentor under qualified Underdog ResQ Dog Evaluators.

· Review Canine Communication DVD.
· Study Sue Sternberg’s evaluation methods (manual to be provided by Underdog ResQ).
· Training conferences may be offered if Underdog ResQ can afford sponsorship and a 1 year volunteer commitment can be made to Underdog ResQ.

Supervision of Project
· Report to Volunteer Coordinator and mentor under evaluators in  your state (MA, NY or SC)
***Evaluating dogs with unknown histories can be dangerous.  Although dogs may appear to be friendly, evaluating dogs invades their space and may bring out aggressive/possessive/dominant behaviors that put the evaluator at risk of being bitten.  Volunteers will have to sign a waiver of liability stating they understand the danger and hold Underdog ResQ harmless of any injury*****
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